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A Session of the Oceanic Sub-Committee of the International Sailing 
Federation was held at 0930 – 1330 on Monday 7 November 2005 at the Grand 
Copthorne Waterfront Hotel, Singapore. 
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Present:  

Abraham Rosemberg (Chairman) Will Apold 
Jacques Lehn (Vice-Chairman) Giovanni Iannucci 
Alan Green Maximo E. Rivero 
Pierre Fehlmann Minoru Tomita 
   
Apologies:  
Guillermo Altadill  
Stan Honey  

 
Please refer to the ISAF Council minutes of 11-12 November 2005 for the final Council 
decision on all recommendations and opinions contained within these minutes. 
 

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

(a) Minutes 
The minutes were signed of the Oceanic Sub-Committee meeting of 8th 
November 2004.  There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on this 
agenda. 
 

2. WORLD SPEED SAILING RECORD COUNCIL 
John Brookes (AUS) reported an increase in world speed records, particularly in 
trans-oceanic races over the last 12/18 months.  The improvements in GPS 
technology now allow much better record verification, particularly noted for trans-
Atlantic records.  This improvement was expected to continue in the future.  It was 
reported that there were two major oceanic records broken this year, both crewed 
and single handed round the world.  Kite surfing records were questioned, and are 
recorded separately since kite surfing is not a area of the sport covered by the ISAF.  
There was some lengthy discussion regarding the distance sailed on round the world 
races and how the theoretical distance varies from the actual distance sailed. 
 

3. OCEANIC RACES HELD IN 2005 
Supporting papers 3a and 3b were noted and general discussion regarding their 
contents was held.  Comments on the Vendee Globe race 2004 were heard.  
Questions were raised regarding incidents in oceanic yacht races.  Will Apold asked 
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if there were any requirements for incidents to be recorded from previous years.  The 
answer was no however it was decided that this would be a good idea and a proposal 
should be put to the Offshore Committee. 

 

4. OCEANIC RACES TO BE HELD IN 2006 
Supporting paper 4 was noted and general discussion regarding their content was 
held.  Jacques Lehn said the committee should try and prevent oceanic races 
clashing in the future.  Will Apold said that understanding the reasons for the clashes 
would allow a solution to be reached.  A recommendation that ISAF staff should keep 
the calendar of oceanic yacht races up to date and inform the event organisers and 
the Oceanic Sub-Committee when events clash in order to try and minimise future 
events running concurrently was made. 
 

5. INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS COMMISSION 
Alan Green gave an overview of the International Regulations Commission, and the 
following points were drawn to the attention of the committee: 
(a) Search and Rescue Manual 

Discussion regarding the need for smaller ships/yachts to carry such a manual 
was held. 

(b) LRIT (Long Range International Tracking 
Brief discussion followed, questions asked about the range LRIT would cover, 
AG answered it would be worldwide. 

(c) Airband VHF 
Reference given to IMO and Special Regulations requirements for Airband VHF 
and advantages were illustrated with regards to search and rescue. 

(d) Ballast Water 
The potential impact on classes such as the Volvo 70 and Open 60 was 
discussed, however on consultation with Alan Green; there will be no 
requirements for sailing yachts. 

(e) Anti Terrorism Measures 
The effect on yacht races was discussed with redress requests addressed.  

(f) Scantlings 
A progress report was given, expected to be completed within 6-12 months. 

 

6. SPECIAL REGULATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE 
Alan Green gave brief description of the Special Regulations Sub-Committee 
agenda.  The committee was informed of an update of standards regarding category 
zero monohulls and multihulls. 
 

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
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Review of Submissions 
(i) Submission 012-05 – anti-doping tests – transoceanic yacht races 

Although supported in general, the Oceanic Sub-Committee cannot 
support the submission on the ground that the supporting statement is 
incorrect and dope testing already exists in oceanic yacht racing. 

 
Bruce Eissner joined the meeting and informed the committee of the 
decision made by the Medical Commission to reject the submission. 

 
(ii) Oceanic yacht race incidents – not based on submissions  

The Oceanic Sub Committee proposes that press reports and data on 
oceanic yacht race incidents are collated on a continuing basis. 

 
(iii) Calendar of oceanic yacht races – not based on submissions 

The Oceanic Sub Committee suggests the ISAF staff keep the calendar of 
oceanic yacht races up to date and inform the event organisers and the 
Oceanic Sub-Committee when events clash in order to try and minimise 
future events running concurrently. 

 
(iv) Regulation 18 – not based on submissions  

The Oceanic Sub Committee suggests that ISAF uses its right to appoint 
jury members for oceanic events with the assistance of the Oceanic Sub-
Committee with a specific knowledge of oceanic racing. 

 
(v) Racing rules of sailing – not based on submissions 

The Oceanic Sub-Committee requests a working party is set up to develop 
a draft of rules that specifically apply to offshore and oceanic yacht racing 
since there are now so many amendments that have to be made.  This is 
to be added as an appendix to be added to the Racing Rules of Sailing. 

 
(vi) Submissions 105-05 through 111-05 

Attention was drawn to Submissions 105-05 through 111-05 regarding 
Special Regulations.  Alan Green is to address these at the meeting of the 
Special Regulations Sub-Committee. 

 
It was suggested the racing rules do not deal with oceanic racing very well, and 
following discussion it was proposed by Giovanni Iannucci that a working party is 
initiated, with Alan Green to organise assisted by Jean-Louis Fabry to produce a draft 
set of rules for addition as an appendix to the RRS specifically for offshore and 
oceanic yacht races.   
 
There being no further business, the chairman closed the meeting at 1210.  

 

  


